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New Directors & Officers

Experiencing the Reunion

At the biennial meeting in Des Plaines, IL of The
Talcott Family Association, Inc. on July 8, 2017, Amanda
Tallcot and Whitney Talcott were elected to serve four year
terms as Directors. Amanda resides in Auburn, NY and
Whitney in Old Lyme, CT.
At a meeting of the Directors following the Association’s biennial meeting, the following were elected as Officers of the Association:
President - Thomas Talcott, Willoughby Hills, OH;
Vice-President - Whitney Talcott;
Secretary - Amanda Tallcot;
Treasurer - Dexter Talcott, Springfield, OH.

On Thursday evening, the Maple Room was buzzing with conversation as Talcott family members completed
registering for the reunion events, visiting with family they
had met at previous National Talcott Reunions, meeting
Talcott family members who were attending a National Talcott Reunion for the first time, and looking at the displays
set up by David, Ruth, Anna and Laura Talcott.
The Des Plaines History Center was the first stop on
the schedule for Friday. A collection of census records, pho-

Thomas (Tom) Talcott had previously served as
Vice-President and Dexter Talcott as Treasurer during the
incorporation process and through the two years it took to
get the Director’s positions set up into a four-year rotation.
Throughout this period of time, Gahrad Harvey had served
as President and Anne Talcott Fornari had served as Secretary. Gahrad and Anne had declined to serve as Directors.
After the election of Directors at the meeting, Tom
Talcott made a motion to the Association members present
that Gahrad be made a Director Emeritus of the Board of
Directors. The position does not include voting privileges.
The motion carried. T

Location of coming reunions
The Fifth National Talcott Family Reunion will be
held in Cleveland, OH area in 2019. The dates and hotel
location will be announced as soon as possible. Meanwhile,
begin thinking about all the things you can experience on a
trip to Ohio and put it on your calendar for a family vacation. There is a tremendous amount of Talcott history to be
experienced in Ohio. Plan to experience it!
The Sixth National Talcott Family Reunion will be
held in Hartford, CT in 2021. It will be a decade since the
First National Talcott Family Reunion was held there in
September 2011. At that time we learned there was so much
more to discover and learn about our Talcott family roots.
We must return to Hartford because new information and
artifacts have been found that shed more light on our family
history.
It was in Hartford where John and Dorothy Talcott
and their three children; John, Mary and Samuel finally settled in 1636. From that little colony, their descendants have
migrated to every state in the United Sates and beyond. T

tos, maps, books and other Talcott related historical items
were placed on display by the staff for the family to peruse.
A map of 1842 on display showed where the Mancel Talcott
family owned land in the Des Plaines area. Turn the page
and see if you can find where Mancel Talcott is listed in

In Memory
of Talcott’s who have passed on:
Elizabeth Duncan Lee— Lexington, MO
November 29, 1911—January 25, 2017
~~~

Gwen Ellen Wagner Huffer—Thousand Oaks, CA
June 20, 1949—July 12, 2017
~ ~ ~

Amy Travila Talcott Snyder Gregory
Shickshinny, PA
March 27, 1923 — September 5, 2017
~ ~ ~

John Benjamin Brantley—Shickshinny, PA
December 11, 1979 — October 23, 2017

Section 33 (top line), Mancel Talcott, Sr. owned land in Section 34 (second line), and Mancel Talcott, Jr. owned land in
Section 25 (second line). Magnifying glass may be required.

attached to the playground fence; “TALCOTT FAMA.”

Inside the school, we were greeted by Jessica Kertz,
the Assistant Principal, who gave us a tour of the school
rooms and museum. A photograph of Mancel Talcott, Jr.
hung on a wall in the hallway. Jessica shared that the school

From the Des Plaines History Center, we drove on a
portion of Talcott Road to the Town of Maine Cemetery
where several Talcott’s are buried. The burial plots are on

both sides of the large Talcott
monument stone and the Touhy
Avenue side of the cemetery.
Earliest birth was in 1827 and
the latest burial was Margaret
Talcott in 1989.
Next on the reunion itinerary was a visit to the Talcott Fine Arts & Museum Academy named for Mancel Talcott, Jr. after his death in 1878. The school is a part of the

Art supplies
collected and
donated to the
Talcott Fine
Arts & Museum
Academy by
the Talcott
Family.
is part of the Chicago Public Schools system and students in
the geographic area that the school serves get first choice to
attend. If there are slots remaining after those students are
enrolled, then students from other sections of the city may
apply for admission to attend the school. The school has a

Chicago Public Schools. As we drove up the 1800 block of
W. Ohio Street, we were greeted by large colorful letters
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great reputation and students city-wide are eager to attend.
The school specializes in the arts and cooperates with the
Art Institute of Chicago, The Field Museum, and the National Museum of Mexican Art. “Talcott students have consistent opportunities to maximize the resources” at these
institutions and “learning trips support inquiry-based lessons, where students can use the space and artifacts to drive
their understanding of new content and skills.” ¹
Because the Chicago Public Schools system has cut
school budgets, those attending the reunion were asked by
Ruth and David Talcott to bring art supplies to help fill the
void. Before we departed, it was our pleasure to present
Jessica with a collection of art supplies assembled on the
hallway floor and on a table. Jessica was deeply moved by
the thoughtfulness, generosity, and the amount collected.
Ruth has reported that three more boxes of art supplies and
two boxes of books were mailed to the school at the end of
the summer. Ruth also received a picture of Chinese art that
she will she personally deliver.
¹ http://www.talcottfama.org/, About us, Museum Partners.
Following lunch, the Talcott family went to “The
Grove,” located in Glenview, a farm originally owned by
Dr. John Kennicott, who brought his family to the Des
Plaines River Valley from New Orleans in 1836, a few years

after the Talcott’s had arrived from Rome, New York. Dr.
John’s son, Robert Kennicott, was a visionary horticulturist
and educator. On the farm he “developed his love of nature
that led to such accomplishments as exhibiting his plant

and animal specimen collections at the Smithsonian Institution in Washington, D.C., founding the Chicago Academy
of Science, and exploring Russian America that led to the
purchase of Alaska.” ² In 1976, the farm became a National
Historic Landmark and is on the National Registry of Historic Places.
On the tour of the farm, the Talcott group visited a
log cabin house, blacksmith shop, replica of the early plank
roads, the Kennicott museum, and the 1850’s Kennicott
house. The house is furnished as it was when the Kennicott
family lived there in the latter half of the 1800’s.
² http://www.glenviewparks.org/thegrove/

The day culminated with a banquet at the Fountain
Blue Banquets & Conference Center next door to the hotel.
David, Ruth, Anne and Laura Talcott had planned an excellent program. Anna and Laura had circulated sheets of
questions about the Talcott history in Des Plaines and Rockton. It was a memory test to see what had been learned from
the displays in the Hospitality Room. Three individuals tied
with the most correct answers and were given prizes.
Erica Fornari gave a brief presentation about The
Newberry, a world-renowned independent library in Chicago since 1887 which has an extensive collection of rare
books, maps, music, manuscripts, census records and genealogy information. Erica also spoke about her joining the
DAR and encouraged other Talcott women to consider joining the organization.
Ruth Talcott gave a historical account of the Talcott
migration to Des Plaines and the Rock River Valley. If possible, the speech will be available on www.talcottfamily.org.
Following the speech, a Talcott Family Reunion group photograph was taken.
Conversation and getting further acquainted continued back in the Hospitality Room at the hotel. Of interest
to everyone were photo albums brought by cousins Barbara
Bowlen and Julianne Putnam of Indiana. They originally
grew up in Des Plaines. Barbara’s mother, Sylvia, was the
last Talcott member of the Des Plaines Congregational
Church.
Saturday was a day of activity options; sightseeing
in Chicago, the Chicago History Museum and Lincoln Park,
the Newberry or Rock River Valley tour of Talcott history.
Seven reunion attendees took the tour to Rockton, IL, a
small town near the Wisconsin border on the Rock River.
Rockton was founded and laid out by Capt. William
Talcott. He came to the area with his wife and family in the
1830’s. William dug a millrace on the Rock River where the
river makes a long U-turn (see photo on next page). This was a
huge undertaking at the time. He built a grist mill and
sawmill on the millrace. Farmers from one hundred miles
around would bring their grains to the grist mill for grinding. Today, the millrace waterpower is used to generate
electricity. The Talcotts were very active in the anti-slavery
movement and aided in the Underground Railroad.
Upon arriving in Rockton, our group visited the
Talcott Free Library. The library was founded in 1875 and
each person paid to use the library book collection. In 1888,

Rock River

the Honorable Wait Talcott donated a building, former feed
and grain store constructed in 1854 in the center of the
town, to be used as a library with the stipulation that it be
supported by a tax collected by Rockton Township. Wait’s
son, William, paid for repairs to make the building a library
and replaced the roof. Wait’s brother, Thomas, donated a
nucleus of books and W.W. Austin installed electric lights.
The library was dedicated August 22, 1889, and Wait Talcott
in a speech recited his motto, “I expect to pass through this
world but once. If therefore, there is any kindness I can
show, or any good thing I can do to any fellow human being, let me do it now, for I shall not pass this way again.”
Our Talcott family donated 100 books to the Talcott Free
Library during the reunion and by the end of the summer.
https://www.talcottfreelibrary.com/about-us
At the library, a Talcott collection of books, photographs of the Talcott’s, and other materials were on display
for our visit. One of the books that caught our attention and
interest was Personal Recollections of Abraham Lincoln by Mr.
& Mrs. Ralph Emerson of Rockford, Il. Mrs. Emerson was
Adeline Elizabeth Talcott, daughter of Wait and Elizabeth
Ann (Norton) Talcott. Wait Talcott was elected in 1854 to

serve four years in the Illinois State Senate where he first
met Abraham Lincoln.
Our group viewed a Talcott home and the Old
Stone Church they helped found that survives. We visited
the cemetery where many Talcott family members were laid
to rest. We visited the Rockton Township Historical Society.
The staff had some special Talcott items on display and
pointed out those that are on continuous display. One of
those items is a Crazy Quilt by Adeline Talcott Emerson in
1888. Mr. Emerson was a cousin of Ralph Waldo Emerson.

http://rocktontownshiphistoricalsociety.com
Before leaving Rockton, we visited Whitman’s
Trading Post built in 1849 of stone, formerly Stephen Mack’s
log store. It is recorded the relationship between Captain
Talcott and Stephen Mack dissolved into a “Talcott-Mack
Feud” in 1835. No shots were fired. It was a political power
battle won by the Talcott’s.
On the return trip to Des Plaines, the group stopped
at the Rockford Cemetery where Wait Talcott and many of
his family are buried., and then a stop downtown to view
the Talcott Building and courthouse.
The evening culminated with a business meeting of
The Talcott Family Association, Inc. and a lively, competitive auction of items brought by the family which raised
$968.78 toward expenses and to host future reunions. Many
lingered to visit and to say good-bye until we meet again.
On Sunday, several family members attended the
Des Plaines Congregational Church on Graceland Street at
9:00 AM. The Talcott’s were among the original founders of
the church. The church hosted a reception following the service for the Talcott family members and the Church Historian was available to answer questions. The remainder of the
day was open to taking advantage of the other options
missed on Saturday; sightseeing downtown Chicago, visiting the Navy Pier, indulging in deep-dish Chicago pizza, or
walking along the shores of Lake Michigan.
For those who did not have the opportunity to visit
the Rock River Valley tour on Saturday, Dave and Ruth offered to make the tour available on Monday.
We hope you have been inspired to contemplate
attending a future Talcott National Family Reunion. T

A New Talcott Author
Carmen Crowley, who attended the reunion, offered three copies of A Christmas Holiday Affair: Abby's
Story for auction at the reunion. Carmen just notified the
editor the book is available for
purchase on Amazon in paperback or in Kindle version.
The book is a sweet
contemporary romance novel.
During the Christmas Holiday: Chaos and romance collide when Abby Andrews
takes a three day trip to Las
Vegas with her twin sister,
Lisa. Abby upsets the routine
life of Garth Harrison, who is
recovering from a disastrous
relationship. A Recipe for Romance: Take Abby Andrews, a
klutzy, attractive high school
teacher. Add Garth Harrison, a good-looking, charismatic
casino owner. Combine a bet and an unexpected event. Add
a reward. Stir in overcoming a major childhood fear. Mix in
harassment by the ex-girlfriend. Blend in forgiveness. Sprinkle in passionate kisses. And you have a heartwarming recipe for a Christmas holiday romance.
Her next book, A Sporting Affair Lisa's Story, will be
available soon. Scheduled to be published and for sale before the end of the year. T

Mancel and Mary Talcott
Since most of our Talcott reunion centered on
Mancel Talcott, perhaps we should deviate from our Talcott
family history progression in the past several newsletter.
We will jump ahead two hundred years to Rome, NY where
the journey begins.
Mancel Talcott, Sr. had recently finished his duty
with the New York Militia for the War of 1812. His father,
Jonathan, had served as a “minuteman” at the battle of
Long Island during the Revolutionary War and was out
most of the winter of 1779-80 when the men suffered so
much from cold and hunger. Mancel Talcott, Jr. was seventeen (b. Oct. 12, 1817) when he and his father, Mancel, Sr.,
set out for Illinois. They took a flat boat on the Erie Canal
west, then a Great Lakes ship to Detroit, and walked from
there on the Sauk Trail across southern Michigan and Western Indiana to Chicago.
Mancel, Sr. selected land at a ford on the Des
Plaines River along an old Indian portage trail. By July 1834
they had completed their log cabin and marked off their 160
acres with informal markers (boulders, split-rail fences, or
plowed furrows) until the U.S. government’s official survey
was completed. They bought the land for $1.25 per acre in
1841. Eventually, Betsey (the mother) and the two younger
children, Orlando and Henry, joined them. The two older
children, Edward and Angeline, came later.
The Talcotts and neighbors built a bridge across the
river which became known as the Talcott Bridge. It had to

be rebuilt every spring because flood waters would wash it
out.
In 1837, Mancel, Sr. became the second postmaster
in the Chicago area. The mail was brought and picked up at
his cabin once a week. People came from as far as twenty
miles to post or receive their mail. It was said if Mancel, Sr.
went anywhere, he would put the mail in his stovepipe hat
just as Abraham Lincoln did. If he met anyone along the
way, he would give them their mail and take their outgoing letters.
In 1838, Mary Hicks Otis (b. May 23, 1819) arrived
with her family from New York state. She was a graduate of
an academy in Troy, NY (near Albany) and devoted to her
family’s Universalist faith. She and Mancel, Jr. were married
on October 25, 1841 and bought 160 acres in 1845 overlooking both the Des Plaines River valley to the west and the
north branch of the Chicago River to the east. Except for
trees a half mile on either side of the rivers, the land was
covered by a sea of prairie grass. The Indians regularly
burned the prairie grass to keep it free of trees. Prairie is the
French word for meadow.
Mancel, Jr. and Mary built a one and a half story
frame cottage with a wing, planted locust trees around the
house, and commenced farming. They gave some of their
land on the east side of the Des Plaines River for a school to
educate Indians. Later in life, Mancel donated many acres of
land to the county forest preserve.
When Mancel Jr.’s older brother, Edward, came
west to work for the Illinois & Michigan Canal as a civil engineer, Mancel went to work for him. When completed in
1848, the canal linked the Great Lakes with the Mississippi
River and the Gulf of Mexico. It was while working for the
canal that he became aware of stone quarrying and met Mr.
Singer who would become a long-time partner in that business.
In 1849, Mancel was stricken with “gold fever.” He
took Mary and headed west in the California Gold Rush. He
returned in 1852 with enough money to start his stone
building materials
business in Chicago. In
1853, he was elected
Maine Township’s
highway commissioner
and served for a year
before moving to Chicago’s West Side, first
to a temporary home
for a year, and then to a
house on Park Place
where they resided for
the remainder of their
lives.
Mancel and
Mary had no children; however, they raised and educated
several children from the county home. They provided a
home for Betsey, his widowed mother, until she died on
November 16, 1862.
Mancel was an early president of the Chicago Stock-

yards Bank and in 1863 he was a founder of the First National Bank of Chicago where he served as a director until
his death. Also, Mancel was elected the alderman from the
newly-created Ninth Ward of Chicago in 1863 and 1865,
then served as county commissioner and a member of the
City of Chicago Police Board. He resigned from the Police
Board in 1872. As an alderman, Mancel served on the Committee of One Hundred, an honor guard of Chicago’s leading citizens, who accompanied Abraham Lincoln’s funeral
train carrying his body from the Illinois/Indiana border
through Chicago and to Springfield, IL for burial in May
1865.
Mancel was known as an honest public servant and
would be called upon to serve in the political arena wherever corruption and self-serving politicians seemed to be gaining the upper hand. His name was suggested for Mayor of
Chicago and state legislative office in Springfield; but, a
heart condition throughout the last years of his life prevented him from accepting. The heart condition was the result of
a foiled burglary at their Park Place home. Mancel engaged
the burglar thrusting a chair in the style of a circus tamer.
During the incident, he accidentally hit a gas light with one
of the chair legs causing a shock to his heart. Eventually,
this caused his death in 1878.
In 1866, Mancel and Mary marked his birthday by
buying a new pair of shoes for each orphan at several orphanages in the Chicago area. “Shoe Day” was marked by a
special dinner at flower-decorated tables on Mancel’s birthday. They continued this practice until his death; whereupon, his will contained provisions for “Shoe Day” to continue, which it did well into the Twentieth Century.
Stone had been a profitable business in a city that
was growing quickly. After the Chicago Fire in 1871, Singer
& Talcott realized even more profits when it became illegal
to rebuild wooden structures. However, after the fire, Mancel and Mary contributed their leadership and finances to
the relief efforts of the homeless. The fire was whipped by
strong winds and dry conditions and roared through the
mostly wooden buildings of Chicago’s business district for
two and a half days. It destroyed over 12,000 buildings,
killed about 300 people, and left 90,000 people homeless in a
city with a population of 300,000.
In 1873 a developer purchased 200 acres of Mancel’s
land in the middle of Park Ridge, adjacent to the train station. The developer built homes, a church, and a hotel on
the land.
After Mancel’s death, Mary contributed so generously to so many charitable causes that the Chicago Tribune
dubbed her “Lady Bountiful.” Mancel’s will provided generously for his widow and set aside the remaining principal
from his estate in interest-bearing investments. For the next
ten years, Mary thoughtfully and prayerfully selected recipients to receive funds from the interest earned that year. Her
goal was to contribute money in ways that would prompt
others to give. She wanted to encourage hard work, initiative and giving, not stifle it.
Mary built and furnished a new wing for an orphanage on Michigan Avenue and contributed $5,000.00 of

the $8,000.00 price tag for a
farm with a working dairy
and extensive vegetable
grounds where indigent girls
age 5 to 18 could live in
small groups with a housemother in brick cottages.
When her church
wanted to move further
west, she contributed a city
block valued at $10,000.00
where they could build a
new church building. Mary
favored contributions to free
kindergarten classes, transitional services for convicts leaving prison, foundling homes, and old-people’s homes.
Mancel, Jr. and Mary Hicks Otis Talcott and Edward and Mary Talcott are buried in Rose Hill Cemetery in
the northeastern part of Chicago near the Lake Michigan
lakefront. Mancel, Sr and Betsey are buried in Union Ridge
Cemetery near the southern end of Talcott RD in Chicago. T

Founder’s Monument
The original Founder’s Monument was erected in
1837 by The Society of the Descendants of the Founders of
Hartford. The names of the founders of Hartford were engraved in brownstone tablets overlaid on an obelisk of concrete. It stood in the Ancient Burying Ground, located to the
rear of the First Congregational Church (also called "Center
Church") at the corner of Main and Gold Streets, until August 1986 when it was replaced with a new obelisk of solid
pink granite from Stony Creek, Connecticut.
The Fall 2015 newsletter from the Ancient Burying
Ground Association shared plans to cut the names from the
monument slabs and sell the pieces for $300.00 as a ABGA
fundraiser. Gahrad Harvey immediately sent an email to the
ABGA secretary asking if John Talcott’s name was available,
and if it was to hold it. Gahrad contacted the Board of Directors of The Talcott Family Association recommending the
Family Association purchase John’s name and contribute it
to the Connecticut Historical Society for preservation with
other Talcott items. The Directors approved the purchase.

When the name was presented to the CHS staff in
June 2016 by Anne Holcombe, Gahrad Harvey and John
Snyder, they were informed the CHS did not accept monuments or pieces of monuments. Now, what do we do?
At the reunion business meeting in Des Plaines,
Gahrad suggested the name be placed in the care of the
President of The Talcott Family Association. The members
agreed with the proposal. Meanwhile, Gahrad will construct
a protective display box for the stone piece and pass it on to
Pres. Tom Talcott at the reunion in Cleveland in 2019. T

