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Late Spring 2017

Come on! Hurry!
Time is running out to make
reservations for the

Talcott Family Reunion!
Deadline is June 22 for hotel reservations,
banquet reservations and reunion pre-registration.
─ See Pages 2 & 3 for hotel, banquet, reunion registration information ─

We’ll meet lots of Talcott cousins and have a great time
together as we visit interesting places.
It will be a lot of fun!
David and Ruth Talcott are our hosts for the 4th
National Talcott Family Reunion. They have been diligently
working over the past two years doing research and meeting with individuals and organizations in preparation for
the reunion which will be held in Des Plaines, IL on July 7-9
(see reunion flyer on page 2 for hotel information).
Following is a summary of events scheduled for
the reunion:
Thursday - Registration for the reunion will begin
at 4:00 PM in the Lobby. Name tags and reunion packet will
be issued at registration. In the Maple Room just off the lobby, we will have information and sign-up sheets for the reunion activities and sightseeing tours. Brochures will also
be available for free-time activity options. The Radisson outdoor pool is open to 10:00 PM and the Exercise Room is
open all hours. A Meet-&-Greet social time is scheduled at
Tiffany’s Restaurant (party room) from 7:30-9:30 PM, located 5-10 minutes down the street from the hotel. You will be
able to order beverages and food while fellowshipping. The
restaurant is on the original Talcott homestead and farm of
Capt. Mancel Talcott who moved to Des Plaines from Rome,

NY in 1830’s with his wife and their three youngest sons.
Friday - Following breakfast at the hotel, we will
drive to the Des Plaines History Center. On display will be
photos (some Talcott’s included), maps, and census records.
The History Center is in a historic house of the same era as
that of the Talcott’s who moved from Vermont in the 1870’s
to Des Plaines. Leaving the History Center, we will drive on
Talcott Road to the Town of Maine Cemetery where several
Talcott’s are buried. From the cemetery, we will continue to
the Park Ridge Library where exhibits will be on display for
us in the reference room. From the front of the library we
will be directed to view a house built by Mancel and Mary
Talcott, Jr. before they departed the area for the Gold Rush
in California.
After lunch at a restaurant in Glenview, we will
proceed to The Grove, originally a farm of the Kenicott family who arrived shortly after the Talcott’s. On the site is a
log cabin house, Native American village, schoolhouse,
1850’s house, early Illinois agricultural exhibits, blacksmith
shop, replica of the early plank roads, hiking trails and
wildlife.
Continued on page 4

4th National

Talcott Family Reunion
July 7−9, 2017

Free parking, free high-speed Internet,
outdoor pool, exercise room

Phone:

or

Group Name:
After the cut-off date, reservations are subject to room availability and prevailing rate.

King-Size Bed - $114

Two Double Beds - $119*
*max 3 occupants unless family of 4.
If second child is under 12, breakfast buffet is $5.95;
if over 12, buffet is $10.95.

Rates per night plus 14% tax ▪ Breakfast buffet included
Check-in time - 3 pm ▪ Check-out time - Noon/12 pm ▪ Cancellations: 6 pm day of arrival
Room rates available 3 days prior (July 3) and three days post (July 13) reunion block-out dates.

2017 National Talcott Family Reunion
Pre-Registration & Banquet Form
Reunion Registration
Number Attending

Total Amount

Reunion Pre-Registration Fee $20.00 per Adult
Deadline Date Postmark by: 6/20/2017

$

Reunion Late Registration $25.00 per Adult
Postmarked after
6/20/2017

$

Registration Total

$

Registration fees are used to cover reunion expenses (i.e. printing, postage, supplies, hotel/banquet advance fees, etc.)

Banquet - July 7, 2017 at 6:00 PM - Fountain Blue Banquet & Conference Center
Entrée Choices:
7 oz. Barrel Cut Filet Mignon
Chicken Piccata
Broiled White Fish in Lemon Butter

Entrée Price
$48.00
$37.00
$43.50
Banquet Total

Number Meals

Total Amount
$
$
$
$

Total Registration & Banquet Amount : $
Enclosed Check #
Checks payable to: The Talcott Family Association, Inc.

Credit Card Fee 5%
of Total Amount $
Total Credit Card Amount: $
Credit Card Information:
Name on Card:
Card Number:
Expiration Date mm/yy:
Signature:

Ordered By:
Name:
Address:
City/State/Zip code
Phone Number:
Mail To:

Dexter Talcott - 708 Mavor Street - Springfield, OH 45505
Phone Number: (614) 595-1582

Returning to the hotel, we will pass the Talcott home site
(1872-1963), Talcott churches, Talcott store and Talcott legal
office. There will be time to rest and freshen up before the
banquet.
At 6:00 pm, a banquet and program will be held at
the Fountain Blue Banquets & Convention Center located
next to the hotel. Following dinner, a guest speaker has been
invited to share the story of the Talcott School in Chicago. If
you want to bring any used books for the Talcott School or
Talcott Library in Rockton, bring them to the Maple Room.
In addition, there will be time for Talcott family members to
share their story about how their family moved from Hartford to wherever they are presently living.
Saturday - The activity options which are listed below will be described in detail on information sheets and
guidance from David and Ruth in the Maple Room after
you have registered. Sign-up sheet will be available to coordinate who is going to which option and help in facilitating
transportation.
First option is sightseeing in Chicago via the hotel
shuttle and Blue Train to downtown. Ride the giant Ferris
wheel at Navy pier, relax at Buckingham Fountain overlooking the lakefront, enjoy Chicago deep-dish pizza or hot
dog, walk through Millennium Park, visit the Art Museum,
architectural walking tours, or boat tours.
Second option would be driving to the Chicago
History Museum in Lincoln Park on the lakefront. Lincoln
Park features a free zoo; nature boardwalk; and statues of
LaSalle, Grant, Lincoln, and Franklin. The museum has a
Research Office on the third floor where Talcott information
is available. From the museum, a short drive to Ohio Street
and west will take you by the Talcott School, which was
named for Mancel Talcott, Jr.
Third option is a DAR genealogy workshop led by
Erica Fornari, Anne Talcott Fornari’s daughter. The workshop will take place at the Newberry Library.
Fourth option is the Rock River Valley which is a 90
minute drive to Rockton, IL. Rockton is a small town on the
Rock River founded and laid out by Capt. William Talcott in
the 1830’s. You can view the mill race that powered their
saw and grist mill was a massive undertaking at that time.
Also, visit the Talcott Free Library, one of the original Talcott homes, the church they helped found, the cemetery and
a restored fur trading post. Rockton was the home of Wait
Talcott who was a state Senator in Springfield with Abraham Lincoln and represented Illinois at Lincoln’s funeral in
Washington, D.C. The Rockton Talcott’s were active in the
anti-slavery movement and aided the Underground Railroad, founded colleges, held many state and local offices,
and started a farm implement company.
Sunday morning First option is exploring the grounds of Capt. Mancel and Betsy Talcott’s homestead and farm and walk over
the Talcott Bridge to the Des Plaines River Trail. We will
walk north to the Methodist Campground and back. We
will see the cabin site where Mancel Talcott, Jr. served as the
second Postmaster in Cook County. Orlando, Mancel’s
younger brother, was one of the early school teachers in the

one-room school serving the children of the neighborhood.
Second option an invitation to attend the 9:30 AM
worship service at the Des Plaines Congregational Church
at 766 Graceland Avenue. The Talcott’s who came from Vermont in the 1870’s helped found the church. The church historian will be available following the service to show the
church records. The last known Talcott to join the church
was Sylvia Talcott in 1930. The first church built in 1871 is
located two blocks down Graceland Avenue.
Lunch will be at the Silver Stallion Restaurant at
11:30 AM where a private party room has been reserved.
Sunday afternoon
First option - For those who did not have the opportunity to visit the Chicago History Museum which is
open from Noon to 5:00 PM. Across the street from the museum is the historic Moody Church which was started by
Dwight L. Moody, a shoe salesman who became an evangelist and founder of Moody Bible Institute. Summer Sunday
services are at 10:00 AM and 5:00 PM.
North of the museum is Lincoln Park which has a free zoo;
nature boardwalk; statues of famous people; and views of
Lake Michigan. On the way back to the hotel, you can drive
by the Talcott School on Ohio Street.
Second option - Jane Addams, Hull Settlement
House and Museum about 45 minutes from the hotel. There
would be enough time for other options after this tour.
Third option - Oak Park, the first suburb west of
Chicago, is where Frank Lloyd Wright’s home and studio is
located at 951 Chicago Ave. A self-guided walking tour is
available to view the exteriors of seven Prairie School
Homes designed by Frank Lloyd Wright in the area. Also in
the neighborhood at 339 N. Oak Park Ave. is the Victorianstyle birthplace and boyhood home of Ernest Hemingway.
Monday - For those who extend their stay and did
not have the opportunity to take the trip to Rockton, IL, we
are offering another tour for those who are interested.

Where is this building located?
This
Talcott Building
is home to a
community
college
in what city?

Answer :
see page 6.

The Talcott Family Association, Inc.
biennial business meeting will be held on Saturday, July 8 at
7:00 PM in the Willow Room of the Radisson Hotel Chicago
O’Hare. To keep the meeting as brief as possible, the Secretary minutes and Treasurer report will be included in the
reunion packet. The Association members attending the reunion are encouraged to read the information in advance of
the meeting.
Election of two Directors positions will be voted
upon during the meeting. If you are interested in placing
your name on the ballot, please submit your name and a
brief personal resume to Anne Talcott Fornari at
dajjle@roadrunner.com. The resumes will be included in the
reunion packet for you to review before voting at the business meeting. A resume is necessary because the by-laws
require the present directors “consider the backgrounds of
various Members and their respective qualifications to serve
the purposes of the Association.” Nominations will be accepted from the floor along with a brief resume to meet the
above by-law requirement.
A live Auction will follow the Association
meeting to raise money to help with reunion and other miscellaneous expenses between reunions. In the past, this has
been a time of great fun, and it really gets exciting when
buyers become very competitive in bidding.
In the past, to raise money to cover expenses for the
reunion, an auction has been held. We ask each family to
bring something they have crafted (ex. painting, wood turning); a special item from their home state ( Vermont maple
syrup); a Talcott family item that nobody in your family
wants, but has value; or something you purchased that
would be of value owning. So, bring some extra cash along
to have a great time together with a lot of laughter, cheering,
heckling and building relationships.

Boston, November 6, 1632; was one of the Representatives in
the General Court together with Mr. Goodwin and Mr.
Spencer, for Newtown, May 14, 1634. ¹
“At a general meeting of the whole town of Newtown, held February 4, 1634, John Talcott, Haynes, Broadstreet and four others, were chosen Selectmen to do the
whole business of the town. ²
John Talcott “was the fifth greatest proprietor of
houses and lands in the town, out of eighty enumerated in
the registry of 1634, ‘of those only who were considered
townsmen.’ “ ³
“He owned four houses in the ‘West End,’ and
maintained and kept in repair thirty-six rods of public
in October 5, 1635, John owned the following: “in the ‘West
End’ his dwelling, out houses, etc. with 3½ acres of land. In
the ’Old-fields,’ 3¾ acres of land in one piece, and 2 acres in
another. In ’The Neck,’ 32 acres in one piece and 45 in another. In the ’Ox Marsh,’ 2½ acres. In the ’Large Marsh,’ 7½
acres. In the ’Great Marsh,’ 27½ acres in one piece and 50

Rev Mr. Hooker arrived in Newtown in 1633 and
was dissatisfied with the location and land. “After repeated
efforts and much difficulty, obtained permission from the
General Court to remove to the Connecticut River. John Talcott thereupon sold all his possessions in Newtown to Nicholas Danforth, May 1, 1636.” ⁶ That year in June with about
one hundred others led by the Rev. Hooker, they left Newtown on foot. They traveled through the wilderness to the
Connecticut River where they founded the present city of
Hartford, CT. However, John Talcott had hired a carpenter,
Nicholas Clark, in 1635 to build him a house in the new settlement. John Talcott owned the first house (one-room log
cabin) and barn built in Hartford (presently would have
been located at Main and Talcott Streets).
Continuing our Talcott heritage ─
In Hartford, he took an active roll in the affairs of
In the previous Talcott Family Connection, we learned
the
town.
He was a member of the General Court for many
our Talcott family roots began in Warwickshire, England
with John Talcott. Because there is a long continuous line of years and became known as “The Worshipful Mr. John Talcott.” On May 1, 1637 he was appointed to a committee to
John Talcott’s, we will call him John (1). John (1) moved to
consider going to war with the Pequot Indians, and upon
Colchester, England where John (2) was born and raised.
whose recommendation war was declared. John was one of
John (2) moved to Braintree, England where John (3) was
born and raised. John (2) died leaving his only son, John (3), the Chief Magistrates of the Connecticut colony until his
death at his home in March 1660. He is buried in the Anfatherless as a minor in 1604.
cient Burying Ground in Hartford. Unfortunately, there isn’t
In previous issues of the Talcott Family Connection
a marker indicating where he is buried. His name is inwe told about John (3) Talcott being a follower of Rev.
Thomas Hooker of the Puritan faith. The articles shared how scribed on the Founder’s Monument in the cemetery. His
will gave all of his property to his wife, two sons, and
the Puritans were persecuted by the Crown and Anglican
grandchildren. His daughter, Mary, had previously died.
Church. Learning of the freedom to worship in the New
World from the Pilgrims (Separatists), the Puritans began to All references, 1-6, are from Talcott Pedigree in England and America from 15581876, S.V. Talcott; Weed Parsons & Company; Albany, NY; 1876, pages 22-24
leave England in large numbers.
John (3) and Dorothy Talcott with their two chilThe Talcott Family Connection is published by The Talcott Family Association,
dren, Mary and John (4) departed from England aboard the
Inc. It is published on hard copy the first quarter of the year and mailed by USPS
ship Lion on June 22, 1632 as members of the Rev. Mr.
to all the Talcott family on the mailing list. Other times throughout the year, it is
Thomas Hooker Company, arriving in Boston on Sunday,
sent via email to all Talcott family on the Talcott email list. It is edited by Gahrad L.
September 16, 1632.
Harvey at 34 Harvey RD, Shickshinny, PA 18655 — talcott@hughes.net. Talcott
The company settled in Newtown (Cambridge),
family stories, historical information and articles of interest may be submitted to
Massachusetts across the Charles River from Boston. “John
the editor. Inclusion in future issues is subject to available space.
Talcott was admitted a Freeman by the General Court at

Have you joined the Talcott Family group on
Facebook? There are 300 in the group and it
would be great to have more join. We would
welcome contributions of old family photographs, family history, or events you may be
involved in that would be interesting to the
Talcott family.

proud of the place where he lives; I like to see a man so live
that his place is proud of him.”
His musical prowess is still remembered today—although
I have not inherited his great abilities—and his composition
of “amens” are still printed in the old Episcopal hymnals.
He liked to have the last word; and I believe his wish to be
“kindly remembered” has, indeed, been fulfilled.

Another Talcott story

Judy submitted this story for the 2008 Talcott Story
Contest which was offered to help preserve memories and history
of our local Talcott family in Northeast Pennsylvania.

by Judy Talcott Rogers
“I ONLY WISH TO BE KINDLY REMEMBERED”
This was the wish of my grandfather, Siegel Delano
Talcott, having set this phrase to music. How wonderful it
would have been to know him, his great appearance, his
magnanimous attitude toward life—his joi d’vivre - his
hearty laugh, his magnificent singing voice.
He was a man who inspired all who knew him, as
District Attorney for Lake County, Illinois, but his great
passion was his family, his home…his love of country and
the land his ancestors settled upon.
Seigel Delano Talcott was born in the country, Half
Day, Illinois. His grandfather, Asahel Talcott, had settled in
this land and there his father, Jeduthan, was born. Seigel
was born in the gracious white farm house that now houses
the Chicagoland District Airport in June, 1862, and, like his
father, grew up under the spell of the land and the magic of
the Des Plaines River across the road. Yet he didn’t have
the heart of a farmer and left for the University of Valparaiso to study voice.
After graduation, he returned to the land and the
river which he knew and loved so well. I can almost see him
toward evening returning “home”, just as the lamps are
being lit in the farmhouses. He enters and sits down with
the family about the hearth, entertaining them with stories
of college life. I hear him sing for them and watch them
listening enchanted to a beautifully trained voice. It is easy
to glimpse the full potential of what could be in time a glorious performance. They easily recognize an inner fire in all
its splendor. It was a beautiful hour.
Happily for all concerned, Waukegan needed such
a gifted man to answer the call to teach music at Central
School. Then, ambitious to become a lawyer and get more
voice training, he went to the College of Wooster, Ohio.
While there, he met a dainty, lovely Nettie Underwood who
became his wife in June, 1887.
They returned home to Waukegan where their
three children: Mancel, Ruth, and my father Lester were
born.
Though his life spanned only forty-one years, he
accomplished much during that time, winning the respect
and admiration of all who knew him. As a lawyer, musician, and friend he kept faith with all. His great love of
family and home caused him to pen, “I like to see a man

Talcott Genealogy Website
www.talcottfamily.org is still under construction;
however, progress has been advancing on the genealogy
portion of the website. Under the guidance of John W.
Snyder, the Administrator, Charles Huffer, Dexter Talcott,
Linda Talcott, Darrel A. Talcott, and Gahrad Harvey have
added several family lines to the genealogy.
We have also been in contact with several individuals to review their family information and help answer
questions to missing data. There is still a need to fill in missing information on numerous couples and individuals.
Most of the missing information is marriage dates, birth
dates of spouses who are not Talcott’s, death dates, places
of birth and/or death, and middle names.
If you have your family genealogy and would like
to share it for inputting to the website, please contact us
through the website so we can arrange to receive it. We are
not in a position to receive a lot of genealogy material; but,
if we can schedule receiving the information, we will not be
inundated with too much all at one time. Some of you may
have it in a format that we can move it into our data with
little trouble.
At the present time we have the following: 2,188
individuals listed in the data; 1,129 are males (51.6%); 1,058
females (48.4%); 843 families; and 615 surnames; and 19
sources for the data.
The website automatically calculates the following
data: earliest birth year, latest birth year (2017), earliest
death year (1569), latest death year (2016), individual who
lived the longest (109), average age at death (at present, age
60 for both male and female), family with the most children
(12), and average number of children per family (1.66). Following the line further to the right is listed the name of the
person or family related to that information.
The website contains all of the Talcott Family Connection issues. Check out the other tabs on the website to
make contact, meet the team, and more.
As the site is developed, it is hoped to add a list of
Talcott’s who have served in military service since the colonial times to the present. Further information will include
ranks, place of duty, years of service, and other facts we can
collect. You can help us by sending that information to
Thomas Talcott at ttalcott@earthlink.net

Answer to W here is this building located?
Rockford, IL ─ Talcott, Emerson, and Company was
located here manufacturing farm implements in the 1800’s.

