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4th National Talcott Family Reunion ─
The Host Reunion Committee has been hard at
work planning a wonderful Talcott Family Reunion experience to be held in Des Plains, IL (Chicago area) on July 7-9,
2017. On page two, you will find the hotel information you
will need to make those reservations. Due to the numerous
activities in the Chicago area, do not procrastinate in making your hotel reservations. The earlier, the better!
Activities for the daytime are being planned as the
newsletter goes to print. However, the Fountain Blue Banquet Conference Center has been contracted for Friday,
July 7 at 6:30 PM for the reunion banquet. The facility is
next to the Radisson Hotel.
Enclosed in this packet is a banquet order form for
your choice of entreès and methods of advance payment.
Please note the banquet order and pre-registration form
for the reunion is to be mailed to Dexter Talcott, Treasurer
of The Talcott Family Association, Inc.
Due to time constraints under the banquet contract,
the biennial business meeting of The Talcott Family Association, Inc. will be held in the Willow Room of the Radisson Hotel on Saturday, July 8. The business meeting will be
as brief as possible. The positions of President and Secretary are up for election. The present officeholders were appointed to fill the offices for two years due to organizing
the Association. The election will elect the new officers to
four year terms (to run to 2021) to cycle with the VicePresident’s and Treasurer’s terms of office (2019).
Following the business meeting, a live auction
will be held. Items for the auction could include handcrafted items you have made, a Talcott family item, or something representing your local area or area of the country.
Perhaps David Talcott will bring some of his “Atomic Hot
Sauce” to the auction? Allow your
imagination to run
wild, but make it a
worthwhile item to
be auctioned off to
raise funds for future reunions. At
past reunions, the
bidding has been
fierce between family members intermingled with many hilarious moments.

Winter 2017
There will be more information about the reunion
in future newsletters which will be sent via email or posted
on the Talcott Family group on Facebook. If you do not
have internet access, please contact the editor for updates.

Annual membership subscription ─

Enclosed in the packet is an annual membership
subscription form. It is important to be a member of The
Talcott Family Association, Inc. to be able to vote at the biennial business meeting. Your membership means a great
deal to us in helping defray the printing and mailing costs
of The Talcott Connection. Your listing of your other family
members (sons, daughters, grandchildren, brothers, sisters)
help us connect with more Talcott family members.
Please note the annual membership subscription
form is mailed to Anne Fornari, Secretary of The Talcott
Family Association, Inc.

Talcott Genealogy & Website ─

On April 22, 2016, John Snyder registered the domain name, talcottfamily.org in preparation of setting up a
website for the descendants of John & Dorothy Talcott in
America. Presently, the website remains under construction; however, all of The Talcott Family Connection newsletters are available for you to read on the website and they
are in pdf format for printing so you can give them to other
Talcott family members.
John is administrator of the website and he is seeking other Talcott family members who have computer skills
and willingness to volunteer as advisors and/or assist with
the genealogy section of the website. There is a process and
levels the genealogy information submitted must go thru
before it is entered onto the website. Accuracy is of utmost
importance and our highest priority. We need more helpers
so we can add more families to the genealogy data. Contact
John Snyder via the website to volunteer.
If you visit the website, you will be greeted with a
listing of general information collected from the genealogy
presently located on the site; however, you presently will
not be able to access the genealogy. There are several reasons. First, privacy for those still living. Second, discussion
is continuing on a possible annual, nominal fee to access the
genealogy information. Third, the present genealogy information is being reviewed for correctness, which takes considerable time. Fourth, once the information has been reviewed, only the earlier deceased generations will be visible
to the public.

4th National

Talcott Family Reunion
July 7−9, 2017

Free parking, free high-speed Internet,
outdoor pool, exercise room

Phone:

or

Group Name:
After the cut-off date, reservations are subject to room availability and prevailing rate.

King-Size Bed - $114

Two Double Beds - $119*
*max 3 occupants unless family of 4.
If second child is under 12, breakfast buffet is $5.95;
if over 12, buffet is $10.95.

Rates per night plus 14% tax ▪ Breakfast buffet included
Check-in time - 3 pm ▪ Check-out time - Noon/12 pm ▪ Cancellations: 6 pm day of arrival
Room rates available 3 days prior (July 3) and three days post (July 13) reunion block-out dates.

For several years our local Talcott family reunion held a
story contest about past memories and history individuals wanted
to share. From those archives I have drawn a story which takes us
to Des Plains, Waukegan and the Chicago area as told in 2008 by
Judi Talcott Rogers of Marietta, GA.

THE “TALCOTT” WAY—Time and Place
In my family you could skip Christmas, New Year’s,
Easter and the Fourth of July; but, you could never, ever
skip Thanksgiving! It was our sacred holiday of the year—
dedicated to our pilgrim ancestors and our family’s founder, The Worshipful Mr. John Talcott from Braintree, England.
Thanksgiving was always celebrated with great gusto by
my darling Aunt, Ruth Talcott Krueger, in her historically
correct fashion—with turkey hens, Indian corn, peas and
root potatoes, cranberries . . . in a lavishly festooned formal
dining room.
The magnitude of this event usually escaped me as a
child growing up in Waukegan, Illinois. All I could think of
was “tomorrow I’ll receive Marshall Field’s toy brochure—
‘The Field Glass’ from which I will choose the most wonderful toys!”
In honor of the occasion, I always had to perform a
Thanksgiving song or poem, carefully learned at my mother’s knee to please Aunt Ruth. Through the crusted ice and
snow of a dark winter’s day, we would trudge to the old
family home on Sheridan Road, brightly lit with candles
and chandeliers. Aunt Ruth herself stood in the door calling to us, “Welcome Pilgrims!” in her lilting voice. Little
did I know then how very much that would come to mean
to me.
One by one our small family circle began to die off. First
my father, Lester Talcott, at 49 years of age (I was 9 when he
died) and then my mother, Ida Oliver Talcott; then my Uncle Mancel Talcott; after that, my Uncle Ernie who was married to Aunt Ruth…all devastating losses to me. I once
asked my Aunt Ruth, the family genealogist, why, if we
were such an important family, weren’t there more of us??!
I had no idea that there were “more of us”!!
Finally, only my Aunt Ruth was left--the one member of
my immediate family that I hardly knew. In grade school I
would be invited to her house once a month for lunch on a
school day. It was rather dreary to me, since she and Uncle
Ernie (former baseball player with the Brooklyn Dodgers)
had no children; worse than that…they had no television!
She always managed to feed me some form of peanut butter—on rye, on wheat, with orange marmalade or honey or
nuts or bananas, even bacon! After she died I found a dusty
old cookbook on a shelf in her basement entitled, “One
Hundred Ways to Feed Peanut Butter to Children.” So, that
was the culprit!
Aware of the danger of my becoming an orphan very
quickly (since I already had the funeral home on speeddial), I took great care to be close to her. And I found, to my
amazement, that she and I were much alike with a clear dis-

pensation toward history and a lively sense of fun, and literature, and place.
More than anything else in the world, she loved being a
Talcott, and she wrote voraciously about every aspect of her
life and that of her father, Seigel Delano Talcott and the
“Old Place” on the Des Plaines River where my branch of
the Talcotts settled after leaving upstate New York. Asahel
Talcott brought his family to this fertile land by the banks of
the river. They would have come by stage and canal to Buffalo and took a sailing ship to Chicago and then to HalfDay. There, Jeduthan was born who later married Mary
Savery; their son was my grandfather, Seigel, and he later
married Annetta Underwood. The family settled in Half
Day, Illinois…a “half day’s buggy ride” from the city. Their
first home—a log cabin—no longer stands; however, their
later, very gracious home and land are now home to the
Chicagoland District Airport.
She wrote animatedly about the joys of their simple life
as early settlers in the new state of Illinois using her grandfather Jeduthan’s diary entries as her guide. The family
grew in prominence, acquiring land and position in local
society and eventually moved into Waukegan, the county
seat, where Seigel became the State’s Attorney for Lake
County. His cousin, Mancel Talcott, became a prominent
businessman and philanthropist in Chicago. His wife was
nicknamed “Lady Bountiful” by members of the press in
Chicago, due to her generosity to the poor.
Aunt Ruth wrote continuously and daily, penning her
thoughts on anything handy-- old Christmas cards, unused
hotel stationery, bank statements, cleaning bills…whatever
she happened to find when the mood would strike her and
her words would flow with beautiful thoughts much too
precious to ever discard! Hence, I have a steamer trunk full
of her writings by her that are now some of the most valuable things she has left me. I was her only relative too, and
the bond we shared is unbreakable now, existent in heaven
as well as here on earth!
She once wrote that she didn’t begin to examine her life
and the full measure of the Talcott legacy she possessed
until she reached the age of 50 years. That seems to be the
crossroad from which we can see at last in both directions
and, from that point on, she dedicated her life work to seeing that her family would never be forgotten. I hope to continue that legacy. But I must continue it by computer and
not in her lovely, looping penmanship and beautiful handwriting! As she often quoted Kahill Gilbran who once
wrote, ”the moving finger writes, and having writ; moves
on….” And so she has, but will be forever a treasure to me,
along with our revered Talcott heritage!
The Talcott Family Connection is published by The Talcott Family Association,
Inc. It is published on hard copy the first quarter and mailed by USPS to all the
Talcott family on the mailing. The latter three quarters of the year, it is sent via
email to all Talcott family on the Talcott email list. It is edited by Gahrad L. Harvey
at 34 Harvey RD, Shickshinny, PA 18655-3714 — talcott@epix.net. Talcott family
stories, historical information and articles of interest may be submitted to the
above. Inclusion in future issues is subject to available space.

The Lyon ─
“Lyon, William Peirce, Master, sailed from London
June 22, 1632 and arrived September 16, 1632 at Boston. He
brought one-hundred and twenty three passengers, whereof
fifty children, all, in health. They had been twelve weeks
aboard and eight weeks from Land’s End.” ¹ The Lyon’s list
of passengers include John and Dorothy Talcott and their
son, John, and daughter, Mary. Also, William Wadsworth
and his wife with children Sarah, William, Mary, and John.
The Talcott and Wadsworth names are still prominent in
Hartford, CT even today.
After 1620 when the Mayflower brought the
first Separatist settlers to the New World in
Plymouth, MA, several ships began making trips
between England and New England. “They brought
new settlers and supplies from England and carried
passengers and trade goods back. The Lyon was one
of those ships and made its first voyage to New
England in early 1630. It was employed for that voyage by a
group of Puritan settlers headed by Mr. John Winthrop, and
was one of 13 sailing ships in the Winthrop fleet that embarked to New England that year. Accompanied by another
ship, the Lyon left from Bristol, England, in February 1630
and landed at Salem, MA a few weeks before Winthrop’s
arrival on June 12 on the Arabella.” ²
Rev. Thomas Hooker was the leader of a Puritan
group called the Braintree Company of Braintree, England.
Since Rev. Hooker and his Puritan followers were desperately wanting to escape the religious persecution being exerted
upon them in England, they employed a ship owned by a
group of Puritan investors in London, the Lyon and William
Pierce as its Captain. Captain Pierce was noted for his skillful seamanship and was sympathetic to the Puritan cause.
Once in New England, they could worship without molestation. The Braintree Company came in three installments,
two by the Lyon and the last by the Griffin on September 4,
1633 with Rev. Thomas Hooker aboard.
The usual working-life of a merchant ship in that era
was 15 years. The Lyon was a galleon weighing 180 tons. It
was a little larger, sturdier built, and more comfortable than
the Mayflower; although, there were no conveniences and
comforts of a modern-day ocean liner. There were no cabins
for privacy, no showers, no running water or toilets, no comfortable beds, or buffet tables. The latrine or privy was a
bucket-turned-chamber pot fastened to the deck or bulkhead
to keep it from being jostled at sea. Each passenger occupied
a space slightly less than a standard single bed.
The passengers resided on the gun deck, the deck
below the main deck. There were no stairs to the main deck;
access was via a wooden or rope ladder. Passengers were
not allowed on the main deck during bad weather. When
they were allowed on the main deck, it is not certain if children were allowed topside.
Below the gun deck was the cargo hold where the
passengers kept most of their food stored in barrels (called
hogsheads) and other supplies: clothing, bedding, personal
weapons, gunpowder, shot, swords, trade goods, all house

Model of the Lyon is located in the
Braintree Museum and crafted by
Hugh Burgess of Braintree.

Photo courtesy of Rod Davey
of Braintree, England.

hold utensils, tools, and equipment needed in the New
World. They also brought along animals: dogs, cats, pet
birds, sheep, goats, poultry, cattle and horses.
To read the only account of the experiences endured
by the passengers and crew during the Mayflower voyage to
the New World, you must read William Bradford’s book,
Bradford’s History of Plymouth Plantation, 1606-1646. There are
no other known recorded passenger accounts of these early
voyages crossing the North Atlantic.
¹ Passenger List for the Lyon 1632; http://embers.aol.com/dcurtin1/
gene/lyon.htm; 11/30/1998.
² Deacon Stephen Hart, Historical Issues #1; http://ww.jalex.com/~harts/
family/harts/DavidsStephen/doc_stv1.shtml; 2/27/01.
³ Ibid.

Voyages of the Lyon (with Talcott’s onboard highlighted in green) ³
Departure
from

Departure
date

Arrival at

Arrival
date

Notes
Part of the Winthrop
flotilla of 13 ships with
80 passengers
aboard.

Bristol,
England

Feb. 1630

Salem, MA

May
1630

Salem, MA

July 7,
1630

Bristol,
England

? 1630

Sent by
Winthrop
to get supplies

Bristol,
England

Dec. 1,
1630

Boston, MA

Feb. 5,
1631

R. Williams &
about 20 other
passengers aboard.

Boston, MA

April 1,
1631

London,
England

April 29,
1631

Good winds!

London,
England

Aug. 23,
1631

Nantasket,
MA

Nov. 2,
1631

Mrs. Winthrop,
John Eliot and about 60
passengers aboard.

Nantasket,
MA

Nov. 23,
1631

London,
England

Jan. 1632

Returned via the
Virginia Colony

London,
England

June 22,
1632

Boston MA

Sept. 16,
1632

Braintree Co.
of 123 passengers
(50 children)

Boston, MA

Oct. 27,
1632

Shipwreck off
Nov. 2,
Capt. Pierce &
Chesapeake
1632
all hands safe,
Bay, VA
about 5 a.m. cargo & records lost.

